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Abstract

This is a continuation of short communication!*). In [1] a verification of the

implicitization equation for degree two rational Bézier curves is presented which
does not require the use of resultants. This paper presents these verifications in
the general cases, i.e., for degree n rational Bézier curves. Thus some interesting
interplay between the structure of the m x n implicitization matrix and the de
Casteljau algorithm is revealed.
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1. Introduction

In order to investigate implicit representations of parametric curves and surfaces, the
traditional algebraic geometry theory is always used. Recently some research reports,
e.g.l!l, show that the rising Blossoming principlel®3! is more intuitive and efficient than
the method of algebraic geometry for the implicitization. This paper is a cotinuation
of [1].

Given a degree n plane rational Bézier curve

T
P(s) = [Po,P1, -, P,] [(1 _— (?)(1 s ls st (0<s<1), (1)

where P; = (w;z;, w;y;, w;) are the homogeneous Bézier control points. Denote by

P T Yy w
P,|=ww; |z yi 1], (2)
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where P = (z,y, w) is the homogeneous point. Let

P
- (3]
J P,
min(h,k)
Ly = > Lipskr1-1s (4)
I=max(0,h+k-+1-n)
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Lyg Lin ... Lipa
F(P,Py,Pi,,Py) = Fon= | | S S PR ()
L, 10 Ln1a +++ Lp_ina

Using polynomial resultants, the implicit equation of (1) can be writtenl*® as [Gold-
man, Sederberg et al., 1984]

flz,y) =det (F) =0. (6)

In the short communication!!! a proof is presented — which does not rely on the
theory of resultants  that f(z,y) = 0 for all points on the degree two rational Bézier
curve, and hence some insight into the determinantal structure of the implicit equation
is given. But in the general cases, i.e., for degree n rational Bézier curves, the proof
is not given yet. This paper will present these verifications, and show that the de
Casteljau algorithmp’zﬂ is very useful to investigate the implicitization equations of
parametric curves.

2. Verifying the Implicitization Equations
We will prove for all points on the degree n rational Bézier curve,

flz,y) =det (F) = 0.

Before the proof we will show the following
Theorem 1. If subdivide the rational Bézier curve (1) at an arbitrary parameter
value o, and denote a part of the curve (1) that corresponds to [0, a] by a new degree n
rational Bézier curve
T

P*(S):[ 3’ TaaP;] [(ls)na (?)(13)7115178” (OSSS]-)v (7)
then we have
a-A(a)-F(P,Po,Py,...,P,) - AT (a) = F(P,Pj, P, P;). (8)

Where A(a) can be shown to be a lower triangular n X n matriz, with the elements

n— y ] : . .
aij:(i_j>ﬁl Tad ! (Za.7:1a27"'7n)7 (9)



